


JOHN DOONAN

At The Feis

Irish Traditional Dance Music In Strict Tempo
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Reels: Jackie Coleman’s / Paddy Cavanagh’s / John Brennan’s

Slip jigs: Any Old Jig Will Do / The Butterfly

Set Dance: Rodney’s Glory

Slow jigs: The Idle Road / The Frost is All Over / The Black Rogue

Air: The Spalpeen’s Lament

Jigs: The Kesh / Morrison’s / Old Joe’s

Reels: The Shannon Breeze / Heathery Breeze / The Green Fields of America
Set Dance: The Blackthorn Stick

Set Dance: Hurry the Dance

Set Dance: Rub the Bag

Air & Set Dance: The Blackbird

Hornpipes: Spellan the Fiddler / The Rights of Man

Jigs: The Irish Washerwoman / Father O’Flynn / The Lilting Fisherman

John is accompanied by Malcolm Armstrong on tracks 1, 6, 7 and 13
and Brian Pandrich on piano tracks 3, 8, 9, and 10
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John Doonan was born and bred in Newcastle of an Irish
father and mother and brought up in an atmosphere strictly
Irish. His father was a well respected traditional fiddle player
in the Newcastle area and it was through his strong influence
that John inherited his fine style of flute-playing.

Every Irish dance teacher in the North-East of England and
Scotland, as well as the dancers themselves, knows John
Doonan intimately. Playing at present day feisanna (Irish
dancing competitions), John well remembers the time when
he played for the parents of the children that he now plays
for. As an ex-feis musician myself, I don t envy him that task
- it is one of the most tiresome jobs in the field of Irish music.
John played for the first-ever feis in Newcastle in 1949 and
when time permits he still plays there and all over the North-
East. John won the All-Ireland flute-playing competition

in |964 and, returning to compete in the International
Eistedfodd in Llangollen later that year, won that prize as
well. John is well known all over Europe and America and
regularly plays in most of Europe’s capital cities.

His first LP Flute for the Feis (Leader LEA2043) was
released in 1972. It was recorded in strict dance tempo and
considered a boon to teachers and dancers alike. This LP is
also recorded in strict dance tempo with quite a selection of
set dances, reels, jigs and hornpipes.
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